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What Is an Apostle? Do Apostles Still Exist?

In the Christian faith, apostles were those entrusted by Jesus to help organize the church and spread the
message of His teachings. The word apostle comes from the Greek word, apostello, meaning a messenger or
one sent on a mission.
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What Is the Definition of an Apostle?

In the Christian faith, apostles were those entrusted by Jesus to help organize the church and
spread the message of His teachings. The word apostle comes from the Greek word, apostelld,

meaning a messenger or one sent on a missir»
v



Although not used much in common language today except when speaking of Christian
principles, in ancient times the word was used to describe someone who was commissioned by
another person to represent him in some way.

How Are Apostles Different from Disciples?

Though the terms are sometimes used interchangeably, there is a difference between a disciple
and an apostle.
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A disciple is a devoted student and follower of a teacher. In fact, the Greek word for disciple,
mathétés, means a learner or pupil. Essentially, a student. They might be an apprentice under
someone, but their main goal as a disciple is to l\e/arn as much as possible from their teacher.
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“The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in pairs to all the towns
and places he planned to visit.” (Luke 10:1 NLT)

Aren’t We All Apostles?

So, what is the difference between the disciples and those who became apostles? The fact that
they were chosen from the other disciples and then sent on a mission.

While we all are called to spread the Good News, not everyone is given the gift of apostleship by
the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:27-31 lists the gifts of the Holy Spirit, starting with the apostles.
We can assume that all who receive gifts are disciples of Jesus because they are filled with the
Holy Spirit as a result of choosing Him. But it is clearly stated in verse 30 that not everyone will
receive the same gifts. Therefore, not every disciple will become an apostle.

The Original 12 Apostles

In the case of Jesus’ Disciples, many were devoted students and followers of Jesus, but only 12
were initially chosen to go out and spread the wqrd and build the church:



Simon (whom he named Peter)
James

John
Andrew
Philip
Bartholomew
Matthew
Thomas
James

10. Thaddaeus
11. Simon
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12. Judas Iscariot (who was later replace by Matthias)

Being an apostle took an additional gifting, one that Jesus saw and chose from the men who
followed Him. And later, were given those gifts through the Holy Spirit after Jesus ascended. Even
those who are considered the original 12 seemed to gain fervor and confidence in their roles as
apostles after the Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came alive in them.

What Is an Apostle Today?

Apostles, as defined and explained above, do still exist and are still called by God to carry out the
mission of growing the church. “Apostle” is clearly listed as the first in a series of gifts believers
can receive from the Holy Spirit.

Just as in Jesus’ day, not everyone will receive this gift. But, as God continues to grow the church,
there will always be a need for this gifting. v

Lat id
her



messy walk of transparent faith and modern Christianity at www.anhonestwalk.com.
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This article is part of our Christian Terms catalog, exploring words and phrases of
Christian theology and history. Here are some of our most popular articles covering
Christian terms to help your journey of knowledge and faith:

The Full Armor of God

The Meaning of "Selah"

What Is Grace? Bible Definition and Christian Quotes
What is Discernment? Bible Meaning and Importance
What Is Prophecy? Bible Meaning and Examples
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TODAY'S TRIVIA QUESTION

Which book follows 2
Corinthians?
A. John

B. Romans
C. Galatians
D. Ephesians
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Thanksgiving for Christians: Bible Meaning, Holiday History, and How to Honor
God
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A Heart Transformed by Grace

Today's Devotional

A Prayer When You Are Weary and Burdened - Your Daily Prayer - November
7

Exhausted in every way? Jesus sees you. This prayer leads you to the rest your soul is desperate for,
even in the middle of the struggle.
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